Carcinoembryonic antigen in high risk pregnancies.
The significance of carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) measurement was evaluated in 25 pregnant women with diabetes mellitus, 15 Rh negative sensitized and nine prolonged pregnancies. Another 114 women with normal pregnancy served as controls. Values in maternal and umbilical cord serum and in amniotic fluid did not change appreciably through 24-42 weeks' gestation. No significant difference in maternal serum, cord serum and amniotic fluid CEA values was found between diabetic, Rh negative sensitized and normal pregnancies at the corresponding weeks. Similar findings were obtained in prolonged pregnancies, except the values in amniotic fluid which were significantly higher than in normal pregnancies due to the presence of meconium. These results suggest that the measurement of CEA in high risk pregnancies is not useful in predicting fetal condition.